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Preserving and enhancing the quality of science production is one of the
key areas in research planning and policymaking. Apart from the numer-
ous categories, criteria, and indicators that can be considered to evaluate
the quality of science productions, the importance of the quality of publi-
cations that publish scientific products, and at the top of the publications
i.e. scientific journals, has always been agreed in various scientific circles
and forums. Therefore, scientometrics at the top of its activities and ser-
vices has always provided various mechanisms for evaluating the quality
of scientific journals to help researchers, universities, and research insti-
tutes in identifying the quality of articles and other types of scientific
products. One of the most important of these mechanisms is the valid and
accurate citation and specialized indexes that allow continuous evalua-
tion of the scientific journals under their auspices based on various indi-
cators. Experts are well aware of the fact that penetrating journals into
these internationally recognized citations and specialized indexes is not
an easy task and it requires journals to be able to successfully pass the
rigorous evaluation and judging criteria and processes applied by index-
es. It is clear that all these difficult evaluations and judging processes are
done to identify and introduce reputable specialized journals to the scien-
tific community, in a specific, scientific, known, valid, and reliable pro-
cess. Thus, reputable international indexes are rightly considered as the
most important tool for validating the scientific quality of journals, and it
is natural that researchers also use them as the main reference for identi-
fying and trusting credible journals when selecting specialized journals to
submit and publish their articles.

But the point is that despite these rigorous processes, in rare cases a small
percentage of journals may be able to pass through these filters and enter
these databases, albeit temporarily, without having the necessary quality
requirements; However, it does not take long for the low quality and in-
fringement of this type of journal to be hidden from the keen eye of these
indexes, and this small percentage of invalid journals will be identified
by the same indexes in a short time and will be removed from the data-
base. Nevertheless, in the short time it takes to index, they may be able to
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mislead researchers looking for a journal and attract researchers' articles. To prevent
such errors, in addition to the careful assessments made by reputable international in-
dexes to validate the quality of the journals they cover, there are additional efforts by
some authorities, universities, and even researchers to identify fake Hijacked and black-
list journals that each prepares a list of offending journals from their point of view and
shares them on the Internet. Although many of these scattered and unapproved lists are
produced with common goals, due to the different views of their producers, in many
cases they are associated with extremes, deviations, and sometimes biases. So they
should not be mentioned as accurate, complete, and reliable lists without detailed expert
reviews, and they should not be introduced as a valid reference for quality control of the
country's scientific products. Hence, whenever the issue is of providing a valid and reli-
able list of fake and infringing journals to control the quality of the country's scientific
products and create an opportunity for purposeful guidance of researchers to reputable
journals, this list should be approved based on specific frameworks, criteria, indicators,
and processes, and be prepared and published transparently by scientific committees
under the supervision of higher authorities such as the Ministries of Science, Research
and Technology and Health, Treatment and Medical Education.

Achieving a reliable list of infringing journals that can lead to proper awareness of re-
searchers and continuous improvement of the quality of science production in the coun-
try, and in this way, not as a threat, but as a valuable opportunity, requires attention to
the following points and axes are:

1- Any organization or even any individual can freely and voluntarily suggest a favorite
blacklist of infringing or fake journals and even share them in the free internet envi-
ronment; So far, various blacklists of offending journals and publishers have been
prepared based on various views and published on the Internet. But what requires to
be emphasized here is that the compilation, combination, and republishing of this
type of unapproved and unprofessional lists by national centers that have authority in
the field of management and quality improvement of science production, can justify
these miscellaneous lists and create a misconception in the public mind. However,
preparing an accurate and practical list of fake black journals that can act as a nation-
al reference for researchers, universities and institutes, requires the use of approved
criteria and indicators, as well as taking into account well-known and specialized sci-
entometric measurements of executive and operational processes.

2- A principle has been accepted that the definitive validity of journals will be verifiable
once they are covered by valid professional indexes and citations. Therefore, by de-
fault, no one expects the validity of journals that have not yet been indexed by valid
indexes. Accordingly, despite this accepted principle, it is not necessary to evaluate
the validity of journals that have not yet been able to enter the valid indexes and to
remind the scientific community again that they have not yet gained validity. Regard-
ing this point, fake and blacklist journals should only include those infringing jour-
nals that, although erroneously, have been temporarily accessed by reputable index-
es, and their violations may not yet be identified and are hidden from indexes. Devia-
tion from this principle can create an irregularity and disruption which causes serious
damage to the prepared list and reduces its comprehensiveness and credibility; Be-
cause it is not possible for any national or international institution to validate the
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myriad of journals that are published daily and in various languages around the world
and are not yet covered in any valid index.

It should be noted that fake and blacklist journals do not include weak or new jour-
nals that work hard to strengthen their articles. On the contrary, this list should in-
clude infringing journals that continue to survive by violating the framework of sci-
entific ethics and in any way possible, and hide their violations and unscientific in-
tentions under a beautiful and seductive appearance. If this is taken into account, the
fake and blacklist of journals can be used as an opportunity for researchers and jour-
nals.

While evaluating articles published in blacklist journals, it is necessary to pay atten-
tion to the date of publication of the article as well as the date of entry of the journal
in the blacklist. A journal may not have violated its previous issues, but due to a
change in the journal staff or other similar reasons, its performance has been degrad-
ed from a certain time onwards and has been subject to change and violation. Obvi-
ously, in such cases, the authors and the previous staff of the journal are not to blame
and they should not be accused. Another reason is that basically, before the journal
was identified and blacklisted, the journal's violations were not yet clear to the scien-
tific community and were hidden from view. Evidently, when the violations of a
journal are not yet proven, even for the index as well as for other reputable national
or international authorities, and these violations are discovered and identified by
them later and during a scientific investigation process, no blame should be placed
on the authors. Due to ignorance, they have already published their articles in these
journals; because at the time of publication of their article in the journal, the violation
of the journal had not yet been confirmed by the national or international body that
has the authority to publish the blacklist of journals and was not blacklisted.



2 P

rimple adlins 5,
(V0 (b)) V&Y plwols 5 )le /Y oplads /A 055 /aali ollisly  sole dolibodss

DOI: 10.22070/RSCI.2022.3576

N 5959 Lo Jlue

V=Y ain

T34 b w0 3 1l yuis oluw wsauuu)

¥ Q&D&/ﬂ_& ajj_{/J[:._MfJ/.’j el am'/awlﬁ 4.4[(.1_,4_5_}) 4J>LM.«/,.L$ “L’u‘:"bjj:’j:‘-’"f"’
ol ol ool b

Email: Noroozi@shahed.ac.ir

9 Siteliy 3 dagi 3y50 (Sboygoe (pF S I (S 9dS )d ple Mg cudS Sl 5 Lads
45 oaisie slapadld g Lakes dadlgio 5l b 9d o0 Cgucme Jigh (5)IS Cuslew
bAS it (sl Jroote S Sl ()5 a5 3 e Wi CudS” 2L ln Ol o0
G5 3590 965 ale gabre g Joloro 13 0)lgen ol e o] ol 3 5 (ole Sl
S, g5 oyl ad g5 Sloa s g Lacc Il wly ;0 uwpde g)0pl 5l ol aily )8
lad uwho g olSuisl (), Ko U 03 )S &l)l ole Moo cuaS Sbj)l (sl 1y (gdanio
Ol e J1 e S )b ele Sl glgl plo g dllie cudS Qlulid 3 1) (dagh
O postune (b))l Gkl &5 At (885 5 prine (paaSS g (oLl Sladles g5l
O=l = e 08 Jal S e ol 8 ggiie (Slapasll elul p ) 25 g cod als
Sl LS alloyn pine (paass g (ool (slatyles oyl & Mo 39,9 48 Liidly Consdly
45 g g byl WSS (slaanl g alne A5 Mome & sl ] piliuns 5 s
il ol (ol & Canl 39y )10 o Sy Cudige L) 398 o0 Jlos ryles bawgs
yine e (B2 g (lwlid 48 i e Gpgmo b1 cpl b iygh 5 (b))l S
Gjygmo Glrabl BB g prine 0l ablid ole (pasuie ()8 )0 (ol dusle 4 paass
CeS (eiylitel Il cp Sare plpie 4 o (el puine slaales o9 ol 5l ndy
OMxe i35 LS )3 o (o Sdingly 4 Col (b g X9y (o0 louddy SHme (ole
rsime Moo ol Lol g2 j lsie 4 Ll 1o Ve izl g Sl (sl paass

A8 o dleiel Oi 4 g odlaiuwl

Cl (5 San U (63 l50 50 el S Comw 5 385 sladil pl dgg b a8 o] 4SS Lol
edse sz 2 (Fhgar iV &S balpd j6)loyss 5 g Wl ©Hre 1 (532l 20y
55 g (8l CudS oS Wl 0 42 ST 9 3)lg olL cpl 4 g 03)5 soue Wil (il
2 35 pinel OMoes 1 dgane do > pl g Sles ey asles pl i oSS Gl WMxe g5 ol
5o sl 3529 Ly -0 b oSl 3 5 (llid ol pan 355 Lawgs oS lej
B35 e 3 |y abee b (Ko Al daasled )3 j5as obsS e len 3 cuul
3 oSy Sl A 2 98 g | GRdmgR BAD (pgu5 (sladllie g wins 1,8 ol
izaylsisl sl pine (Mllign sloasles o8 (385 la 2l US55 (plalad o
N Pp g 653 JroSe (Lo S wind (o0 )50 295 by Cov OHome CudS
(Black List Journals) ol coaw cMoxe (Syre (sly o Sighs > g oKl cxalye


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0088-9159
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

Ty b o 1 25 ol

o500 5l 1y calbio Moxe I st pl0S" 42 g 01 o )50 (Fake and Hijacked Journals) e 4
Ly 0125 450 5 0481y, (glanunad 5 (6l 2251 05,38 oo Syl & ol 13 5 03,8 4 255
3lge j) (ol 53 LB LS as chlisee (cloolS s 4 da g L Lol gl oo ddje g dntd S o (Slanl
g 4 el 31 oolid S 385 (sl g Ml 45 Akt olyen a6 S L 5 Loy 5 L3I L
ele S S S sl rine e ol 4y el 5 0 g AASST B 5 S (385 placend

D)5 (Byme y9dS

olidy caas a8 jataie dy calbcie o (e More 31 5ISSl LB g pize cud &3] goud90 05 2 |V
Aol Cand cpl il zplas yoine CMome (Sgun )ik Niadin Culin (gly suoyd dboul 5 HeiS ole
s Sy el 5 oloyd eudling g 55 9 Sliiod psle ()l s dVL gl o)l cos
4 puio iso ST Gl ge dlgn 48 Calbuie SMore ST BB s 4 olitwd g e

1wl 5 loygome g OIS &) dn gl piline WS Jos M)l oo yd S Ao 4y Sy

L cadseio Moo ) olgsdd sl und 093 Ll 4y g bl Wlgs o ased o v b lojlo o —)
clacnd 15 e aS ol LS )3 Smil 4 co il oljl e j3 g g amd dloii |y e
ol 00l o il )0 5 ad 565065 (slolSud wlul y calseie il 9 OMore 3l e gite ol
156 (slacand £ cnl 253k g 3l sygla8 4 sl ) 355 11,5 45T 350 L] o b 4 I Lo
l3)95 52 S ol ple Mg CudS SlB )] g e Aiej 0 oS o S0 lawgi o i)
Sl o oplaiS sl slodl 4 S coges 3] 43 g dany Caalsg a8y sl Cund (pl 4 Wilg o
5 Lol isly ¢y, S i gy (glym dlgns a8 e g olaw &More 5l (630,18 9 380 st ag &S
g 00 A5l la sl g Laylas (68,080 pikiae S Jroe o @ po O lic 0 lnduwe
Gl (iwple pansd g ond adlis Sldes o ol slaan]ys ualy yai o uocen
psine (3wl 5 imasd cladiles bawgs 48 Dy anlgs a5l BB Slej 5l Moxe ahad el o ) -
ol o929 L i 0y S 118 b )00 cloris (glodiles putns (slaeyles Loy join o (oo Ll
Dyg0 Ngd 3ylg yuizme (sladsles dy Wldiuiles job a5 SMore Hliel Cus iV w0l Byl Lol
D9 3555 sals Aualy 4y (W13, S HLie] ot Ll 45 oguad ol 3 iome 9 5,5 5 obj))
omiliie SMsme 5l dwd oy S By 3l s g ol ) @Moms ¢ ool ) 48,5 ks 3
olslalss jom cwl S g a8l ol pine sladles 4 CBgo gy A dlad ol a8 Wil
3 g ek S Ul e ol ol ) Joie il onile lay Wil s 5 g i e Wadles (sl
4 1 2alSs o Jlisl g Comala 5l 9 08 3 5 an Slacaml 005 s Cand 4 5 dbmy) (SiSenS on
LLE bl 15 5555 el 4 g ailjay & ppois 8 Moo 5 (g jlasd o Sl mims i) 1Sl

cégomee 3o cerne MET/ ©6C0 y/ arno |/ Pne € a0 |13\ (M QI) M6 oy Ircemz




cégomey 37T°° clepno MY/ ©6C0 Y/ rondo |/ e € gm0 |13\ (R Q) 6oy Srolemz?

Kl 55,5 L6 Nlue

5 o Sl @p Sl A8 S I, B gy Cod (g puine el g 50 jei g b o0 pliie (>
s g el Molliye

slates b as obg b cind OMoxe p Joiidio ol 5 ol ] ©Mons o5 il dn g L -V
(silie Mome oo 1l G cpl (uSe o A8 g0 (B 295 SVl Cupd gl ),
LASS 5 simdgo ol 395 (sl 4 (S 920 p2 g ale BB Slaogzle (ol bpj L &S 2L
S9-b 45 4SS (ol Ay asliy WS oo ey ok B g Lj 6l 2 0 1) 393 (pele e dolie
235 58 Moo g (Suimgy JUS ) Cus b S plgie 4 Kl e Mome (a9 ol ]

&L Onomen g Allie )Lisl &b &) da i colow o O 3 005 pulite saallie b)) pln > —F
S 393 (S (claoylad )3 dbre Syl (e Ly b sl (65930 ol a4y dlome 399
dm do asde ol o5l ol 5,See s ol 56,500 Yo b ale IS s s Lol cails
a2 gie (6 pmall @)lga 4565 (il 3 48 el (o A3l 0 BT g S bgsiiun g 4Bl 55
Lol 48" il ) (K05 s 25,8 )58 plagl llss 5 13l gl 5 s aloes (L5 018 5 B
§ 0SBy g jyre (sole el (sl Abne AT joia ol Cangd 4y alome 3955 5 (lolid | iy
e g doled (gl e S Glasg jein &S Slej > Gl (g g 0dile yleiy ol
Al S (b 53 g e Sl (l g 0t e SIS pailewd lallige b (o prine g2lye ol sl
4 il SN g b i 55 (el g 9 o0 2lolid § alS ] bag (ele s
5 Ll adlie jlzsl jloj 45 oS | 6ilon S pisie Mome ol 0 1) 395 Wi 5 s ¢ aBT6
e ol Cnnd il Ao 53 4 (Alodl e Ly (o 2log L dloe (1392 it join calone
Dy 48,55 148 oluw G jd 5 00 136 s Cuz> yo



