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Abstract

Purpose: To advance development, countries must prioritize research and its
associated activities. They should enhance motivation within research centers.
Accordingly, the publication of scientific outputs resulting from faculty research
is currently a fundamental requirement and, in some cases, mandatory at univer-
sities. However, despite the efforts and successes achieved in policy-making,
design, implementation, and oversight of research, numerous obstacles and limi-
tations hinder the conduct of research. Therefore, numerous studies have been
conducted to examine the research obstacles, motivations, and authorship pat-
terns of researchers. In the same vein, the current study aims to determine the
authorship patterns, motivations, and barriers to publishing articles by faculty
members in the humanities departments of the University of Tabriz in prestig-
ious international journals.

Methodology: The methodology employed in this research was quantitative.
This approach was utilized to align with the research objectives, and a survey
was conducted for data collection. The population for this research comprised
all 130 faculty members from the humanities departments at the University of
Tabriz. Given the limited size of the population, a complete survey was con-
ducted without any sampling. A questionnaire was utilized to investigate the
authorship patterns, motivations, and barriers to publishing articles within the
studied group. The questionnaire consisted of two sections. The first section
focused on gathering demographic information from the respondents. The se-
cond section included items related to the primary objectives and research ques-
tions of this study. All items were adapted from existing literature. The content
validity of the questionnaire was confirmed by experts in the field of scien-
tometrics. In addition, the reliability of the questionnaire was estimated to be
0.84 using the test-retest method. The data were analyzed using SPSS software.

Findings: The relevance of the journal to the research topic was the most sig-
nificant criterion for the research population when selecting journals for article
submission. Most faculty members participating in this study were either the
first or corresponding authors for one to five articles in the past two years. They


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
mailto:fereshteh.javadi5697@gmail.com
mailto:szardary@tabrizu.ac.ir
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0763-8413
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7348-7820
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-5129-498X

Research Article

Scientametrics Research Journal

Scientific Bi-Cuarntely of Shaked University
Vel. 11, Ne. 1, Spring & Summer 2025 (Serial 21)

DOI: 10.22070/RSCI.2024.17988.1679

Hashem Atapour |
Solmaz Zardary *

Fereshteh Javadi *

Received:
22/06/2024

Revised:
26/08/2024

Accepted:
12/10/2024

Early online access:
19/10/2024

Published:
01/04/2025

also reported that the average time required to publish an article in the humani-
ties is typically one to two years. Most individuals who publish articles in pres-
tigious international journals require financial support for translation, writing,
open access fees, and publication costs. The results indicate that the primary
barriers to publishing in these journals include unfamiliarity with research prin-
ciples and methods, time constraints, challenges in coordinating with co-
authors, and reviewer bias towards certain articles.

On the other hand, conducting professional workshops led by the country's top
professors on publishing articles in international journals, increasing the re-
search budget, supporting university officials in research and policy-making,
and developing a comprehensive research strategy at the university can be re-
garded as the most significant factors in enhancing motivation to publish in
prestigious international journals. The primary requirements for faculty mem-
bers in the humanities departments at the University of Tabriz for writing arti-
cles intended for publication in prestigious international journals include trans-
lating the article into English, composing the manuscript, conducting a critical
review of the literature, managing feedback from co-authors, and drafting re-
sponses to reviewers. From the perspective of the faculty members in the Hu-
manities departments at the University of Tabriz, the primary reasons for the
rejection of their articles by prestigious international journals were the inade-
guate quality of English writing, overall poor writing quality, and an excessive
reliance on Persian sources.

Conclusion: In general, the key motivating factors for publishing articles in
prestigious international journals can be categorized into two main areas:
knowledge and financial incentives. The primary motivations for the humanities
faculty at the University of Tabriz to publish articles include career advance-
ment, pressure from organizational administration, the dissemination of new
ideas and findings, recognition and reputation among colleagues, and financial
gain. It is important to recognize that these needs and motivations drive both
individual and organizational progress. Any organization that effectively culti-
vates and manages these factors is likely to achieve strong research perfor-
mance. In this context, universities should prioritize motivations stemming from
faculty members' aspirations for scientific and organizational advancement, ra-
ther than succumbing to external and administrative pressures. Additionally, it
has been observed that many humanities faculty members at the University of
Tabriz require enhanced coordination skills to improve collaboration with co-
authors. They also require additional support in conducting critical and analyti-
cal literature reviews, as well as in responding to reviewers. The challenge of
coordinating among colleagues arises from the diverse educational back-
grounds, research interests, and professional commitments of faculty members.
This issue can be alleviated by utilizing research assistants, whether they are
graduate students or university staff. However, the necessity for a critical and
analytical literature review is a fundamental knowledge requirement that entails
conducting workshops and collaborating with experienced writers. Ultimately,
the findings of this research can inform the university's research policy in the
humanities.

Keywords: Article publication, Research motivation, Faculty members, Inter-
national scientific journals, Research barriers, University of Tabriz, Depart-
ments of humanities.
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