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Abstract

Purpose: Humanities have a different nature from other sciences, and for
this reason, the evaluation of its research outputs needs to be different. By
studying the status and evolution of the evaluation components of humani-
ties, it is clear what are its main and secondary topics and what changes it
has undergone over time. In this case, the strengths and weaknesses will be
revealed and the field will be provided for more targeted research and more
accurate policy-making in the future. So, the purpose of the present study is
to identify and clearly and comprehensively understand the concepts related
to the evaluation of humanities research,outputs to help researchers and pol-

icymakers in the field of humanities,evaluation.

Methodology: The current researeh is practical in terms of purpose and has
been done with bibliometric techniques. To conduct the research, the articles
that were indexed in Web of Sctence and Scopus with the topic of evaluation
of humanities research outputs from 1994-2022 were searched according to
specific goals and strategies: Our search strategy was: (“'research output™ OR
"scientific output’®), AND (humanities OR "human science™) AND (evalua-
tion OR assessme}lt). Finally, 224 sources were analyzed. After storing and
cleaning the data, data analysis was done using the bibliometrix software.
Since the two=word keywords had more relevant and precise concepts than
the, other two types, they were chosen as the investigated keywords. Because
the threshold of repeating each keyword at least 6 times was considered, in
the end, 224 keywords were left for use and analysis. Various methods such
as descriptive statistics, co-word analysis, network analysis, time series anal-
ysis, thematic map, and clustering have been used for data analysis according
to each research question.
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Findings: Based on the findings, the publication of papers related to the eval-
uation of humanities research outputs has had an upward trend and has pro-
gressed in sync with other fields. This statistic has reached from 1 article in
1994 to 45 articles in 2020. This finding shows the growth of evaluation in
humanities in recent years. Concepts and thematic areas show that the eval-
uation method used in the early years was mostly quantitative and the meth-
ods of other sciences were used, but in recent years, the existence of core and
widely used keywords such as effect evaluation, citation effect, Performance
index, bibliography, scientific communication, research impact, and social
impact indicate a change in approach from a purely quantitative method to a
combination of quantitative and qualitative methods. Based on the time series
of concepts, the citation index has boomed since 2005 for the humanities.
Bibliometric indicators have been used for many years (2002), but the re-
search impact is more recent and has entered the research of this field since
2013. Among these cases, the social impact and research quality have im-
pressive numbers, which shows the shift from quantity to quality. The con-
cepts of citation index, research performancépand research impact are the
most central. The concepts of citationlindex,impact assessment, and journal
article are among the most frequent keywords. In total, based on the reviewed
articles, the knowledge structure of the\field of evaluation of humanities con-
sists of five clusters: 1. impact assessment, 2. citation index, 3. journal article,
4. research performance, and 5. résearchrarticle. The impact assessment clus-
ter had the most conceptsjithe research performance cluster had the highest
centrality, and the research article cluster had the most density. The thematic
map showed that metoF concepts in the evaluation include research perfor-
mance, bibliometric indicators, journal articles, and publication patterns.
Basic concepts_include research articles and evaluation systems. Research
quality is an emerging concept. Citation index and bibliometric analysis are
verywdevelopediand isolated concepts.

Conegl siok Considering the importance of human sciences, continuous
evalual%n IS necessary to improve its position to advance the expected goals.
But what is important and should be given special attention is the difference
between humanities and other sciences in the nature and method that should
be considered in the evaluation. Therefore, in the evaluation of human sci-
ences, appropriate concepts should be used, and their identification by exam-
ining the conducted research is necessary for research and policy-making in
this field. The evaluation of humanities research outputs is and will be chang-
ing and evolving, and its beneficiaries must update their knowledge and prac-
tice.

Keywords: research evaluation, research outputs, evaluation criteria, evalu-
ation indicators, bibliometrics, humanities
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