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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this research was to analyze the genre of the
introduction section of research papers in the humanities, based on John
Swales' CARS model, and to demonstrate the potential interdisciplinary
differences related to this model. To this end, the introductions of re-
search papers in three disciplines of the humanities—namely, (1) Psy-
chology, (2) Persian Literature, and (3) Management—were analyzed
using the CARS model. This analysis focused on compliance with dis-
cursive moves, as well as the expected meaning and content associated
with these moves and their corresponding steps. The research aimed to ex-
plore the discursive strategies employed in the introduction sections of re-
search papers across various fields. Additionally, the study examined wheth-
er there was a statistically significant variation in the frequency of adherence
to genre-based discursive moves within the fields under investigation.

Methodology: This research was designed as a mixed-method study to
analyze the genre of research in the introduction sections of research pa-
pers written in Persian, based on the CARS model, and to investigate po-
tential interdisciplinary differences. The textual data for the research
comprised the introduction sections of papers from three distinct fields of
humanities, as previously mentioned. A total of 45 papers were randomly
selected from indexed journals approved by the Ministry of Science over
the past decade to serve as the sample. The papers were analyzed in the
qualitative section of this mixed-method study using content analysis
based on coding to identify the discursive moves and steps of the CARS
model. Subsequently, a score was assigned to each move as a variable
using the Likert scale. The mean score of the moves in the quantitative
section was calculated for each paper and compared using the Kruskal-
Wallis statistical test in a cross-disciplinary manner.

Findings: The results of this study indicate that compliance with the
primary discursive moves, as well as the obligatory and optional steps of
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the CARS model, varies significantly across the selected disciplines. In
response to the first research question, papers in the management field
demonstrated the highest level of compliance with this model. The first
step (determining the scope of research) and the third step (addressing the
research gap) exhibited the highest compliance across all three disci-
plines, while the second step (explaining the research gap) demonstrated
the lowest compliance in each field. Furthermore, there was no evidence
of compliance with the second component of the third step (introduction
of the present research) in any of the disciplines. In response to the se-
cond research question, a quantitative review of the research data re-
vealed that the average scores for compliance with discursive moves in
the introduction section of the management field were higher than those
in the other two fields. Following management, the psychology field
ranked second, while Persian literature ranked third.

Conclusion: Since scientific articles serve as a communication platform
for researchers across various scientific fields, the style and genre of
writing enhance the comprehensibility of these texts for expert readers.
This, in turn, increases the likelihood of citing the article, thereby en-
hancing its visibility and citation count. The present study demonstrated
that one of the internationally recognized models of scientific writing is
not adequately followed in our country. This heterogeneity was particu-
larly evident in explaining the rationale and necessity of research in the
introduction sections of humanities papers. The most common applica-
tion of both obligatory and optional steps across all three disciplines is
the initial discursive move, which involves identifying the research
scope. This indicates that researchers, as authors of the papers, have be-
come more inclined to emphasize the centrality and significance of the
topics under investigation. While articulating the rationale for the re-
search is a crucial discursive strategy for comprehending the research
topic and is essential for maintaining text coherence as well as facilitating
effective communication between the author and the reader, a notable
weakness was evident across all three fields concerning the second move.
It appears that researchers in all three disciplines devote less attention to
elucidating the reasons for and the necessity of their research. The find-
ings of this research are both applicable and feasible for evaluating the
current challenges in scientific writing. In this context, two key recom-
mendations have been proposed to improve academic writing in the Per-
sian language. First, there is a need for further research specifically fo-
cused on various sections of academic papers, including abstracts, intro-
ductions, methodologies, findings, and conclusions. Second, experts
should organize training courses at the academic level that incorporate
academic writing in the scientific genre as part of graduate education.

Keywords: Academic writing, Discourse community, Genre analysis,
Article introductions, CARS model.
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