Research Article

Scientametrics Research Journal

Scientific Bi-CQuartedy of Shahed University
Vel. 11, Ne. 2, Qutumn & Winter 2025-26 (Serial 22)

DOI: 10.22070/rsci.2025.19775.1767

1
Atoosa Hassani

Zoheir Mottaki >

Morteza Adib 3

Received:
07/12/2024

Revised:
03/03/2025

Accepted:
04/03/2025

Early online access:

05/03/2025

Published.:
01/10/2025

Women's Role in Post-Disaster Housing
Reconstruction: A Systematic Review

1. Ph.D Candidate in Architecture, Faculty of Architecture and Urban
Planning, Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: a_hassani@sbu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture and Recon-
struction, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti
University, Tehran, Iran, (Corresponding author).

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Landscape Architecture and Recon-
struction, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Shahid Beheshti

University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: m.adib@sbu.ac.ir

Email: z_mottaki@sbu.ac.ir

Abstract

Purpose: This study presents a systematic review of the scientific literature on
post-disaster housing reconstruction, with a particular focus on the multifaceted
roles of women. It aims to synthesize existing knowledge, analyze research
trends, identify critical gaps, and highlight areas requiring further investigation.
Moving beyond the conventional portrayal of women as passive victims of dis-
asters, this study explores their active participation, agency, and leadership in
rebuilding efforts while acknowledging the persistent vulnerabilities they en-
counter.

Methodology: Employing a systematic review approach, this study analyzes
32 selected articles from the Scopus and Web of Science databases. The review
methodology follows established frameworks, drawing insights from Kitchen-
ham and Charters (2007) and Bani Asadi et al. (2023). The research process
involved: (1) defining rigorous inclusion and exclusion criteria, specifically fo-
cusing on women's roles in post-disaster housing reconstruction rather than
broader disaster recovery efforts; (2) implementing a comprehensive search
strategy using key terms; (3) systematically reviewing and coding selected arti-
cles based on methodologies, findings, and key concepts; (4) conducting content
analysis, including word frequency analysis, co-occurrence analysis via
VOSviewer, and a temporal analysis of publication trends; and (5) validating
findings through expert consultation.

Findings: The analysis yielded several key insights:

The literature predominantly emphasizes vulnerability. Although terms like
"women" and "disaster" were frequent due to the search parameters, the prevail-
ing discourse primarily frames women as victims rather than active agents in
reconstruction. This indicates a persistent gap in recognizing their leadership
and agency in rebuilding efforts.

While vulnerability remains a focal point, the analysis identified an increasing,
though still limited, acknowledgment of women's resilience, participation, and
leadership in reconstruction processes. Co-occurrence analysis revealed nine
thematic clusters: gendered vulnerabilities, social resilience, physical recon-
struction of housing, policy and adaptive capacities, and community participa-
tion. These clusters indicate a slow but growing recognition of women's roles,
moving beyond the perception of them as passive recipients of aid.
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The number of publications addressing women in post-disaster housing recon-
struction has risen over time, particularly after 2019. This trend may reflect a
broader global awareness of gender equality and its relevance to disaster recov-
ery policies. However, given the study's limited sample size, caution is neces-
sary when interpreting these patterns. Nevertheless, the increasing research in-
terest signals the importance of integrating gender-sensitive approaches into
reconstruction policies and academic discourse.

Research on this topic is geographically concentrated in the Americas, particu-
larly in the U.S. and Canada, and in Asia, with a significant focus on Bangla-
desh. The prominence of Bangladesh likely stems from its high exposure to nat-
ural disasters and its evolving policy focus on disaster resilience. However, oth-
er regions remain underrepresented in the literature, highlighting the need for
more geographically diverse research.

The journal Disasters emerged as the most prominent publication venue in this
field, reflecting its specialized focus on disaster research. Other significant out-
lets include the International Journal of Environmental Research and Public
Health and Gender, Place & Culture. This distribution of publications under-
scores the interdisciplinary nature of the research, showing increasing intersec-
tions between post-disaster reconstruction, gender issues, and the fields of pub-
lic health, geography, and social sciences.

Expert consultation corroborated these findings, emphasizing the dominant fo-
cus on vulnerability and the relative scarcity of studies addressing women's ac-
tive participation and leadership. Experts also highlighted the need for more
qualitative research to capture women's lived experiences and contributions in
diverse socio-cultural contexts.

Conclusion: This systematic review highlights the crucial yet often underex-
plored role of women in post-disaster housing reconstruction. While a growing
body of literature acknowledges their contributions, the predominant narrative
still focuses on their vulnerabilities rather than their agency and leadership. The
findings reveal significant research gaps, particularly regarding women’s in-
volvement in decision-making, the long-term impacts of reconstruction policies
on gender equality, and the intersection of cultural and socio-economic factors
in shaping women’s experiences.

Future research should prioritize longitudinal studies to assess the long-term
effectiveness of policies and interventions, cross-cultural analyses to compare
different regional approaches, participatory qualitative research to capture
women’s voices, and critical policy evaluations to identify best practices. Addi-
tionally, developing context-specific indicators to measure women's empower-
ment in reconstruction efforts will provide more tangible insights into progress
and remaining challenges.By addressing these gaps, scholars and policymakers
can contribute to more inclusive, equitable, and effective post-disaster housing
reconstruction strategies. Recognizing and empowering women as key agents of
change will not only improve disaster recovery outcomes but also foster greater
resilience and social equity in affected communities.

Keywords: Housing reconstruction, Disaster, Women, Gender, Systematic
review, Empowerment, Vulneraility.
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