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Abstract

Purpose: This study presents a systematic review of the scientific literature
on post-disaster housing reconstruction, with a particular focus on the multi-
faceted roles of women. It aims to synthesize existing knowledge, analyze
research trends, identify critical gaps, and highlight areas requiring further
investigation. Moving beyond the conventional portrayal of women as pas-
sive victims of disasters, this study explores their active participation,
agency, and leadership in rebuilding efforts while acknowledging the persis-
tent vulnerabilities they encounter.

Methodology: Employing a systematicaeview.approach, this study analyzes
32 selected articles from the Scopus-and Web of Science databases. The re-
view methodology follows\established frameworks, drawing insights from
Kitchenham and Charters (2007):and«Bani Asadi et al. (2023). The research
process involved: (1) defining rigorous inclusion and exclusion criteria, spe-
cifically focusing on wemen's roles in post-disaster housing reconstruction
rather than broaderdisaster recovery efforts; (2) implementing a comprehen-
sive search strategy using key terms; (3) systematically reviewing and coding
selected articles'based on methodologies, findings, and key concepts; (4)
conducting content analysis, including word frequency analysis, co-occur-
rence analysiswia VVOSviewer, and a temporal analysis of publication trends;

and (5) vaﬁdating findings through expert consultation.
Findings: The analysis yielded several key insights:

The literature predominantly emphasizes vulnerability. Although terms like
"women" and "disaster"” were frequent due to the search parameters, the pre-
vailing discourse primarily frames women as victims rather than active
agents in reconstruction. This indicates a persistent gap in recognizing their
leadership and agency in rebuilding efforts. While vulnerability remains a

focal point, the analysis identified an increasing, though still limited, ac-
knowledgment of women's resilience, participation, and leadership in recon-
struction processes. Co-occurrence analysis revealed nine thematic clusters:
gendered vulnerabilities, social resilience, physical reconstruction of hous-
ing, policy and adaptive capacities, and community participation. These clus-
ters indicate a slow but growing recognition of women's roles, moving be-
yond the perception of them as passive recipients of aid.
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The number of publications addressing women in post-disaster housing re-
construction has risen over time, particularly after 2019. This trend may re-
flect a broader global awareness of gender equality and its relevance to dis-
aster recovery policies. However, given the study's limited sample size, cau-
tion is necessary when interpreting these patterns. Nevertheless, the increas-
ing research interest signals the importance of integrating gender-sensitive
approaches into reconstruction policies and academic discourse.Research on

this topic is geographically concentrated in the Americas, particularly in the
U.S. and Canada, and in Asia, with a significant focus on Bangladesh. The
prominence of Bangladesh likely stems from its high exposure to natural dis-
asters and its evolving policy focus on disaster resilience. However, other
regions remain underrepresented in the literature, highlighting the need for
more geographically diverse research.

The journal Disasters emerged as the most, prominent publication venue in
this field, reflecting its specialized focus on disaster research. Other signifi-
cant outlets include the Internatienal Jeurnahof Environmental Research and
Public Health and Gender, Place & Culture. This distribution of publications
underscores the interdisciplinarywnature of the‘research, showing increasing
intersections between post-disasterreconstruction, gender issues, and the
fields of public health, geography, andssocial sciences. Expert consultation

corroborated these findings,)emphasizing the dominant focus on vulnerabil-
ity and the relative scarcity of studies addressing women's active participa-
tion and leadership-iExpertsalso highlighted the need for more qualitative
research to capture women's lived experiences and contributions in diverse
socio-cultural contexts;

Conclusian: This systematic review highlights the crucial yet often under-
explored role of women in post-disaster housing reconstruction. While a
growinbxbody of literature acknowledges their contributions, the predomi-
nant, narrative still focuses on their vulnerabilities rather than their agency
and leadership. The findings reveal significant research gaps, particularly re-
garding women’s involvement in decision-making, the long-term impacts of
reconstruction policies on gender equality, and the intersection of cultural
and socio-economic factors in shaping women’s experiences.

Future research should prioritize longitudinal studies to assess the long-term
effectiveness of policies and interventions, cross-cultural analyses to com-
pare different regional approaches, participatory qualitative research to cap-
ture women’s voices, and critical policy evaluations to identify best prac-
tices. Additionally, developing context-specific indicators to measure wom-
en's empowerment in reconstruction efforts will provide more tangible in-
sights into progress and remaining challenges.By addressing these gaps,
scholars and policymakers can contribute to more inclusive, equitable, and
effective post-disaster housing reconstruction strategies. Recognizing and
empowering women as key agents of change will not only improve disaster
recovery outcomes but also foster greater resilience and social equity in af-
fected communities.
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