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Abstract

Purpose: This study develops a conceptual-practical framework for assessing the
guality of phenomenological research from a scientometric perspective, that is, in
relation to how qualitative studies are“judged, funded, published, and used in re-
search evaluation systems. While phe%gmenology has become a major approach in
human and health sciences, current.criteria for assessing qualitative rigor are either
overly generic or weakly,connectedto the ontological and epistemological com-
mitments of phenomenologys From, the viewpoint of science and technology stud-
ies, this lack of specific, operational criteria produces ambiguity in peer review,
weak comparability ‘across studies, and an over-reliance on quantitative indicators.
The present study therefore aimed to articulate a framework that is at once philo-
sophically grounded, methodologically transparent, and usable in evaluation, train-
ing, and policy centexts.

Methodoloby: We conducted a qualitative meta-synthesis following the seven-
step approach of Sandelowski and Barroso. A systematic search was carried out in
international and national databases for the period 2010-2025 using combinations
of keywords related to phenomenology, qualitative quality, rigor, trustworthiness,
and evalua-tion. After removing duplicates and screening titles and abstracts, po-
tentially relevant publications were appraised using the Critical Appraisal Skills
Pro-gramme (CASP) checklist for qualitative research. Thirty-one studies that ex-
plic-itly discussed quality criteria or evaluation of phenomenological research,
either in descriptive (Husserlian) or interpretive (hermeneutic/IPA) traditions, met
the inclusion criteria and entered the synthesis. Full texts were coded inductively
with thematic analysis, using constant comparison across studies and iterative
movement between parts and whole. The unit of analysis was any explicit or im-
plicit criterion, principle, or recommendation for judging the quality of phenom-
) enological studies. Researcher reflexivity, analytic memoing, peer debriefing, and
R/E(;EIVEZ maintenance of an audit trail were used to enhance rigor in the synthesis process.
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Findings: The meta-synthesis yielded eight overarching dimensions and
117 indicators, organized into a two-tier framework. The dimensions are:
(1) grounding of aims and research problem in lived experience and phe-
nomenological philosophy; (2) formulation of research questions in terms
between philosophical stance, design, and analytic procedures; (4) sampling
and data collection oriented to depth, reflexivity, and diversity of lived ex-
perience; (5) data analysis as reflective, stepwise movement from meaning
units to invariant structures; (6) validation and trustworthiness understood
as an integral part of phenomenological understanding rather than a tech-
nical checklist; (7) interpretive rigor and sensitivity to emerging meanings;
and (8) engagement with the field as embodied, ethical, and contextual par-
ticipation. General indicators capture foundational expectations such as explicit
articulation of phenomenological underpinnings (intentionality, epoché, lifeworld),
transparency of design and analytic decisions, cultural and contextual fit, reflexive
positioning of the researcher, and documentation that permits external scrutiny.
Specific indicators translate these commitments into observable practices, includ-
ing recruitment privileging participants capable of reflective narration; three-stage
interviews that move from concrete description, to reflective elaboration; combina-
tion of interview and observation to enrich the harizon of experience; immersion,
horizonalization, and meaning-unit extraction;yreconstruction of essential struc-
tures; member engagement focused an, resonance with the articulated essence; and
explicit balancing of descriptive and interpretive moments so that creative inter-
pretation does not betray fidelity toplived experience. Across dimensions, the
framework clarifies boundaries betwieen phenomenological work and approaches
such as content analysis, generie,thematic analysis, or eclectic qualitative designs
that lack philosophical ceherenge.

Conclusion: Fromya seientometric and research-evaluation standpoint, the
findings suggesttthat, high-quality phenomenological research cannot be
reduced to proogdural compliance or generic criteria of qualitative rigor.
Rather, it requires philosophical coherence, methodological transparency,
interpretive sénsitivity, and ethically grounded collaboration with partici-
pants. Fhe'proposed two-tier framework contributes to this agenda in three
waysyFIrst, it systematizes dispersed discussions of quality in phenomeno-
logical methodology into a coherent map of dimensions and indicators that
can guide the design and reporting of studies. Second, by distinguishing
general from specific indicators, it allows novice researchers and reviewers
to check minimal standards while also providing advanced criteria for those
aiming at deeper phenomenological analysis. Third, it offers a language
through which editors, reviewers, and policy-makers in the field of scien-
tometrics and research assessment can incorporate qualitative criteria into
evaluation procedures, thus complementing citation-based and productivity
metrics with conceptually robust judgments about qualitative quality. Fu-
ture research should empirically test the usability and reliability of the
framework in real evaluation settings, adapt it to different phenomenologi-
cal traditions and interdisciplinary fields such as education, psychology,
nursing, and management, and explore its contribution to more just and
context-sensitive systems of research evaluation.
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tive research quality; Quality assessment.



Conclusion: From a scientometric and research-evaluation standpoint, the
findings suggest that high-quality phenomenological research cannot be
reduced to procedural compliance or generic criteria of qualitative rigor.
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general from specific indicators, it allows novice researchers and reviewers
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aiming at deeper phenomenological analysis. Third, it offers a language
through which editors, reviewers, and policy-makers in the field of scien-
tometrics and research assessment can incorporate qualitative criteria into
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metrics with conceptually robust judgments about qualitative quality. Fu-
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on Heidegger’s theory of
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in qualitative research
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qualitative methods
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