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What is quasi-research? Are they basically called quasi-research? How 

do they function as missing phases of research? And in reality, is there a 

relationship between the amount of quasi-research in one country and its 

underdevelopment?  

The above mentioned questions were just some parts of the issues I 

shared in 2014 and 2015 Research Week notes in Iran online News 

Agency. I used the term “quasi-research” for the first time to point to 

those poorly written articles composed by some writers over a limited 

period of time under high educational pressure. Hence, I emphasized that 

the quasi-research which just appears to be research work shouldn‟t be 

counted on, because due to lack of essential qualitative characteristics 

and features, they are not able to influence the science and knowledge 

cycle. Plus, they lack the ability to take steps toward tackling societal dif-

ficulties and developing science and technology. In those two notes, it 

was aimed to share the view that many of the research that is referred to 

as "research"; they are not research in fact. Instead they are "pseudo re-

search" studies, because they have neither high penetration nor good 

quality. It has been also mentioned that “quasi-research” or “poor-

research” could never be the basis for a country‟s scientific development. 

I also emphasized that there is a relationship between the number of 

“quasi-research” or “poor research” and the extent of country‟s develop-

ment. In fact, the authors of this research mostly found among faculty, 

students, or candidates for entry into graduate studies, are seeking for a 

way to publish their works in a limited period of time. Besides, they are 

under the extreme pressure of job and educational requirements and the 

codes and guidelines of the higher education system that pushes them to 

accept the risk of publishing articles in poor quality journals. Some of 

these authors become aware of their invalid articles after publishing them 

and others never become aware of this fact. 

Undoubtedly, it has always been possible for any active and avid-minded 

in higher education and scientific development to identify and introduce    
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a set of factors that are served as the basis for producing, promoting and disseminating 

pseudo-research. But what seems most essential is to mention a number of points that 

should be taken into account in macro-planning and policy-making. These factors free 

the country‟s scientific and academic system from quasi-research and its harms. By do-

ing so, the number of high quality and influential research will be increased as well. 

In fact, what is most momentous now is to find out what really causes some authors to 

publish and disseminate these poor or quasi-research findings and how scientific and 

educational system can be released from these kinds of damages and also how scientific 

development of the country can be promoted without the intervention of quasi-research. 

Shouldn‟t the rules governing the publication of an article be mandatory within a speci-

fied period of time, as well as the requirements for the management, control and valida-

tion of such articles? Shouldn't the scientists who are expert in measuring and evaluat-

ing the quality of scientific products be more used to control this growing quasi-

research process and try to improve it?  The fact is, there isn‟t any tendency toward pa-

per publication with any cost and quality even in the codes and guidelines of the coun-

try‟s higher educational system. And surprisingly, due to the time constraint in publish-

ing the article, these guidelines aggravate the process of quasi-research. So, what is the 

problem? In addition, why is not quasi-research probably managed and controlled in 

some universities?  In such universities, the articles are easily passing the universities 

„accreditation filter and ultimately get accepted. And in contrast, this validation and 

controlling process is being done very well in some other universities. What is the ra-

tionale behind the issue? 

The answer is crystal clear. Identifying and separating quasi-studies from genuine and 

high-quality research requires the absolute knowledge and expertise in the field. That 

which research has which levels of quality and how to distinguish pure research and 

quasi-research requires expertise that is available to scientometrics graduates. Fortunate-

ly the graduates who have been educated and trained in this field have such an oppor-

tunity in Iran. No one can deny this fact that these graduates are national treasure of 

higher education and they would rather be exploited optimally. Therefore, the important 

question is whether the higher education system, which introduces the publication of 

faculty members' job requirements or the student and candidate requirements for entry 

into postgraduate courses, has yet found a way to manage and control for the potential 

harm of these requirements. How successful has it really been in this field so far? Has 

the country's higher education system ever scrutinized the answer to this important 

question that why the number of quasi-research in the universities that powerfully use 

scientific experts to manage and validate research is less than the number of pseudo-

research in universities that do not benefit from these specialists and graduates? It takes 

for granted that, the serious determination to deal with the damages of quasi-research 

calls for the higher education system to ponder and answer such questions. 
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ّٖاچًِوَ پوژٍّشپژٍّششثِ ًاه٘وسآتوَسىاًْواضسپوژٍّشّواّٖٗتودٌسآاٗواساااوا هو
ه٘واىحمونٍسقو، اٗواکٌٌسآٍتِعٌَسىحلقٔهفقَزُپژٍّشعولهّٖاچگًَِتِپژٍّششثِ
سٍٕجَززسضزآً٘افدگٖاىضستطِّازضٗککشَضٍه٘عسىتَاعِپژٍّششثِ

ّوإّإّفدوِپوژٍّشاوا ّاٖٗتَزًسکِزضٗاززسشتّاٖٗسظهتائلٍپطاشسٌْٗاترش
ذَززضذثطگعسضٕسٗطسىاًلاٗيتِسشدطسکگصسشدٍِتطسًٕرتد٘يتاضسصوطلا 3131ٍ3131
ّإضع٘فٖکِتطذٖسظًَٗتٌسگاىتوطساواففشواضّإاهوَظ تطسٕهقالِّاضسپژٍّششثِ

کٌٌوستاواضگطفدوٍِعالٖ زضهستظهاًٖهحسٍزٍتاک٘ف٘دٖتت٘اضپائ٘يزضًشطٗاتهٌدشطهٖ
گ٘طًوسضسًثاٗوسپوژٍّشّاکِزضظاّطًامپژٍّشتِذَزهٖپژٍّشتأک٘سکطزُتَزمکِشثِ
ّإک٘ف٘دٖلاظم فاقسّطگًَِتَسىتأث٘طگصسضٕسضسًثَزىشطسٗطٍٍٗژگًٖاه٘س؛چطسکِتسل٘لز

تطچطذِعلنٍزسًشتَزٍُقازضً٘تودٌسزضضساودإضفو،هشوالاتجاهعوٍِتَاوعٔعلونٍ
اعٖتطاىتَزسٗيزٗسگاُتِسشودطسکفٌاٍضٕگاهّٖطچٌسکَچکتطزسضًس.زضاىزٍٗاززسشت

ٖتوِاىّاٖٗکًِامپوژٍّشظپژٍّشگصسشدِشَزکِتت٘اضٕس شوَز زضٍسقو،ّواسلاولامهو
زضاًْاذثطّٕتوتًِسظًفَشتالاشًَس؛چطسکِهحتَبهٖ«پژٍّششثِ»پژٍّشً٘تدٌسٍ

ٗوا«ّواشثِپژٍّش»گاُّ٘چ.زضاًمااعٖشسسٗيًادِتث٘٘يشَزکًٍِِسظک٘ف٘دٖهطلَب
ااظتَاعِعلوٖکشَضتاشٌسٍتطسٗويًادوِتَسًٌسظهًٌِ٘وٖ«ّإضع٘فپژٍّش»تِعثاضتٖ

ِ«ّوإضوع٘فپژٍّش»ٗا«ّاپژٍّششثِ»تأک٘سشسکِه٘اىتعسسز ٗوافدگٍٖه٘وعسىتَاوع
کِعوستا زضه٘واى-ّاکشَضّاضستطٍِجَززسضز.ٍسقع٘تسٗيساتکًَِٗتٌسگاىسٗيًَ هقالِ

-شًَساىٍضٍزتِهقالا،تحص٘لاتتاو٘لٖٗافتهٖسعضإّ٘ئتعلوٖ زسًشمَٗاىٗازسٍلالث
ِّوإشویلٖٗواتحصو٘لٖکوِائو٘يعوستا توطهثٌوإً٘اظّوإظٍزگوصضٍضوطٍضت ّواًٍاهو

ٖزادَضسلعول ظًوس زضهوستظهواًٖهحوسٍزّإهَجَززضًظاماهَظ عالٖتوِاىزسهويهو
٘طّو٘يفشاضّا حدٖضٗتوکسًدشواضّاٍاثاضذَزّتدٌسٍتحتتأثً٘اظهٌسسًدشاضاطٗ،هقالِ

ِک٘ف٘تضسً٘عهٖهقالِزضًشطٗاتتٖ ّاٗشواىسظپصٗطًس.تطذٖسظسٗيسفطسز پو سظسًدشواضهقالو
گاُسظسٗويٍسقع٘وتشًَسٍتطذٖزٗگطً٘عّ٘چسعدثاضتَزىهملاتشاىاگاُشسٍُهدضطضهٖتٖ

شًَس.هطل،ًوٖ
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ّواپژٍّشااظتَل٘س تطٍٗجٍسًدشاضشثِفٖهموَعِعَسهلٖکِتِعٌَسىظهٌِ٘تطزٗسّوَسضُشٌاااٍٖٗهعطتٖ

ٖزضکشَضعولهٖ ظًوسٍفعال٘وتکٌٌستطسّٕطشّيهشداقٖکِزضحَظُاهَظ عالٍٖتَاعِعلوٖقلونهو

ِکٌستِضٍشٌٖه٘تطسات.سهااًچِت٘شسظّوِضطٍضٕتًِظطهٖهٖ ٖضاس شکطهموَعوًِادو زضسٗويّواٗ

ّإکلاىپژٍّشٖزضکشَض تِصَضتٍٖٗوژُهوَضزتَجوِگصسضّٕاٍا٘ااتضٗعٕضسادااتکِتاٗسزضتطًاهِ

ّإاىضّاٖٗترشسٍهَجثواتّاٍاا٘ةپژٍّشتسضٗجًظامعلوٍٖزسًشگاّٖکشَضضسسظشثِقطسضگ٘طزٍتِ

 .ّإتاک٘ف٘تٍتاًفَشضسفطسّناٍضزسفعسٗشاْنپژٍّش

ِزضٍسق، اًچِّن ضساودٖزضکشوَضهواچوِعوَسهلٖسکٌَىت٘شسظّطچ٘عسّو٘تزسضز سٗيًادِساوتکوِتو

ّاّتدٌسًٍظامعلوٍٖاهَظشٖچگًَوِپژٍّشّإضع٘فٗاّواىشثٍِّشااظسًمامٍسًدشاضسٗيپژظهٌِ٘

ِّاضّاٖٗٗاتسٍچطختَاعٔعلوٖکشَضتَسًسسظسٗيًَ اا٘ةهٖ ّوا توِپوژٍّشضستسٍىسصطحااکتواشوث

ّاٖٗکِسًدشاضهقالِزضهستظهواًٖهشور ًاهِتاٗتتزضکٌاضائ٘يتطتِحطکتزضاٍضزآاٗاًوٖصَضتٖضٍسى

شوسآکٌٌس سلعسهاتًٖ٘عتطسٕهسٗطٗت کٌدط ٍسعدثاضاٌمّٖو٘يهقالاتزضًظطگطفدِهٖضسسلعسهٖهعطفٖهٖ

اوٌمٖضسکوِزضظهٌ٘ؤّوا هدرصصواىعلونپژٍّشَضهسٗطٗتٍکٌدط سٗيضًٍسفعسٌٗسٓشثِاٗاًثاٗستِهٌظ

افطٌٗوٖاًْواتطٕتااضگطفتٍتاًقشاٌمشٍسضظٗاتٖک٘ف٘تتَل٘سستعلوٖهدرص ّتدٌسزضاطحٍا٘،

َِزترشو٘سآٍسقع٘وتسٗويساوتکوِهٌطقوا حدوٖائو٘يسٗيضًٍسضسهوسٗطٗتٍکٌدوط کوطزٍُتْثو ّواًٍاهو

ّإًظاماهَظ عالٖکشَضکِتسل٘لسٗمازهحوسٍزٗتظهواًٖزضسًدشواضهقالوِ عوولا توِضًٍوسزادَضسلعول

ظًٌسً٘عچٌ٘يضزپاٖٗکِذَسّاىسًدشاضهقالِتِّوطق٘ودوٍٖتواّوطک٘ف٘دوّٖازسهيهٖپژٍّشسفعسٗششثِ

ّواتوِزضاودّٖازضتطذٖسظزسًشگاُپژٍّششَز.پ هشالکمااتآعلاٍُتطسٗي چطسشثِزٗسًُوٖتاشٌس

ّاتِضسحدٖسظف٘لدطسعدثاضاٌمٖزسًشگاُعثَضکطزٍُتَاطزسًشگاُشًَسٍسٗيًَ هقالِهسٗطٗتٍکٌدط ًوٖ

سٗيسعدثاضاٌمٍٖکٌدط تِذَتٍٖتازقوتّا گ٘طًسٍتطعا زضتطذٖزٗگطسظزسًشگاُهَضزپصٗط قطسضهٖ

پصٗطزآتت٘اضتالاٖٗصَضتهٖ

ّإٍسقعٍٖتاک٘ف٘ت ً٘اظهٌسزسضستَزىزسًشٍّاسظپژٍّشپژٍّشپاادضٍشيسات.شٌاااٍٖٗتفا٘کشثِ

ِکِکسسمپژٍّشترص لاظمزضسٗيظهٌِ٘سات.سٗي ّٖازضچِاطحٖسظک٘ف٘تقطسضزسضًسٍچگًَو توَسىهو

ّاتفا٘وککوطز ً٘اظهٌوسزضسذد٘واضزسشوديزسًشوٖساوتکوًِوعزپژٍّشّإٍسقعًٍٖابضسسظشثِپژٍّش

سًوسٍاهَذدگواًٖکوِزضسٗويظهٌ٘وِتحصو٘لکوطزٍُزٍضُزٗوسُاٌمٖقوطسضزسضز.زسًوشاهَذدگاىعلنزسًش

توَسىسٗويٍسقع٘وتضسسًاواضکوطزکوِسٗويٖگاًُوذَشثرداًِچٌ٘يسهااًٖزضسٗطسىً٘عفطسّنشسُسات.ّ٘چ

ّإهلٖاهَظ عالّٖتدٌسٍتاٗستًِحَهطلَبسظاًْاتْطُجتت.تٌواتطسٗي اولس اهَذدگاىاطهاِٗزسًش

هْنسٗيساتکِاٗاًظاماهَظ عالٖکِسًدشاضهقالِضسسظسلعسهاتشویلٖسعضوإّ٘ئوتعلووٖٗواسلعسهوات

کٌس تواکٌَىتوطسٕهوسٗطٗتٍّإتحص٘لاتتاو٘لٖهعطفٖهٖلالثاىٍضٍزتِزٍضُتحص٘لٖزسًشمَٗاىٍزسٍ

هٌوسٕسظّاضسهلعمتوِتْوطُسٕسًسٗش٘سٍُتَسًتدِساتزسًشگاُّإسحدوالٖسٗيسلعسهاتً٘عچاضُکٌدط اا٘ة

تِچوِه٘وعسىهَفو کٌسآتِضسادٖتاکٌَىزضسٗيظهٌِ٘اٌمٖاهَذدگاىعلنّإهدرصصاىٍزسًشظطف٘ت
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عولکطزُساتآاٗاًظاماهَظ عالٖکشَضتاکٌَىتِهَشاافٖپاادسٗيپطاشهْنپطزسذدِساتکِچوطس

ُپژٍّشه٘عسىشثِ اوٌمٖتوطسٕهوسٗطٗتٍّواکوِتواقوسضتسظهدرصصواىعلونّازضاىزاودِسظزسًشوگا

ٖسعدثاضاٌمٖپژٍّش ُّاسادفازُهو ٖکٌٌوسًتوثتتوِزسًشوگا کوِزضسٗويعطصوِسظسٗويهدرصصواىٍّواٗ

ِتطزٗس ععمجسٕتطسٕهقاتلِتااا٘ةتطًس کودطتَزُساتآتٖاهَذدگاىتْطًُوٖزسًش ّوا پوژٍّشّإشوث

ّاٖٗسظسٗيزاتت٘اًسٗشسٍتِاًْاپاادزّس.کٌسکًِظاماهَظ عالٖکشَضتِپطاشسقدضاهٖ

 


